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POSITIVE & SAFE ANIMAL HANDLING SAFETY CHECKLIST
Calm and safe handling leads to calm and healthy animals, which in turn reduces the risk of injury for both livestock and
their handlers. Animals perceive the world differently from humans–they mainly see in shades of gray, have limited depth
perception, a wide panoramic view that makes them easily startled from behind (blindspots), and are highly sensitive to
sounds. By understanding these traits and practicing thoughtful handling, farmers and workers can create a safer and
healthier environment for everyone involved.

You and/or your employee(s) can use this form to complete safety checks on your farm. Add any additional safety checks
you think are important when inspecting your farm. Keep the completed forms for follow-up, future reference, and
inspections. You can download additional copies of this form at: http://umash.umn.edu/umash-farm-safety-check/

Potential Hazard OR Checklist Items Yes Needs
Correction

Date Corrected
or Notes

Are all workers trained in safe animal handling? This includes:
how to approach and move animals, correctly using restraining
devices for administering vaccines/care, etc.
Do all workers move animals calmly and slowly using gentle
touch and pressure zones? Do they know not to prod animals?
Do all workers know how to avoid being in animals’ blind spots,
like being right behind cattle?
Do all workers avoid yelling or loud noises around animals?
Do all workers recognize when animals are aggressive or
fearful (like flattened ears and raised or rapidly lashing tail)?
Do all workers act carefully around males or livestock with
offspring, especially during feeding times?
Are facilities designed and maintained with the purpose of
helping animals stay calm? Floors are flat, not slippery, and
have a uniform texture. Pens and gates should be free of sharp
projections, and have enough space for animals to not feel
claustrophobic. Solid side-walls and other ways to obscure
vision can prevent animals from being frightened.
Do all workers have an escape route especially when working
in close range with animals?
Animals are calmer with established routines. Do workers feed,
milk, and groom at the same time each day?
Do all workers consider how environmental conditions, like
extreme heat, impact livestock handling? For example,
avoiding moving animals during the hottest hours,11 am to 4
pm?

Name of person completing safety check:______________________________ Date completed:____/____/____

http://umash.umn.edu/umash-farm-safety-check/
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POSITIVE & SAFE ANIMAL HANDLING

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Stockmanship
Upper Midwest Agricultural Safety and Health Center
http://umash.umn.edu/animal-handling/

Livestock Safety (Video Playlist)
US Agricultural Safety and Health Centers
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY7XQBihZRNtufX2GdXSDa3hhGm7g2HUX

How to properly handle cattle and other farm animals
University of Minnesota Extension
https://extension.umn.edu/dairy-handling-and-best-practices/basic-stockmanship

Animal Handling Tips
PennState Extension
https://extension.psu.edu/animal-handling-tips

Cattle Handling Safety in Working Facilities
Oklahoma State University
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/cattle-handling-safety-in-working-facilities.html

The Five Cow Transportation Tips You Need to Know During Hot Weather
Bovine Veterinarian
https://www.bovinevetonline.com/news/veterinary-education/five-cow-transportation-tips-you-need-know-

The facts and information provided are suggestions for your safety. This is not a comprehensive or exhaustive list
of all actions needed to ensure your safety, and this list is not an endorsement of any products mentioned.
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