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 Don’t store chemicals in car or van. 

 Don’t let children use chemicals. 

 Never put bottle in household recycling. 

 How to dispose of extra chemicals and empty 
container. 

 Do not buy more chemicals than you need. 

 Take part-empty bottles to county household 
waste drop-off location.  

Back of the label or label booklet will tell more about using that chemical 

 What protective clothes / equipment to wear.  

 What insects or weeds it will kill. 

 What vegetables you can use it on. 

 How much chemical to measure into your 
sprayer or applicator.  

 Number of days to wait until you can harvest 
after applying chemical.  

 What to do if you get sick from chemicals. 

 Phone numbers for emergency and questions. 
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Other safety instructions 

 

 

 

When using chemicals, always wear long pants, long 
sleeves, shoes and socks.  
Do not wear open-toed shoes, flip flops, or short-sleeved shirts or 
short pants. Wear rubber shoes or boots. Chemical won’t soak into 
rubber and can be washed off.  

Wash clothes worn when using chemicals separately from your family’s. 
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Safety when using chemicals on your farm is very important. Common farm chemicals include 
insecticides (to kill insects), herbicides (to kill plants), rodenticides (to kill mice and rats), and 
wash water sanitizers.  Even products that are approved for organic farms can be dangerous at 
full strength. Make sure to read all chemical labels and follow instructions. If you can’t 
understand the label, ask someone to help you. Carefully measure all chemicals and wear 
protective clothing when using chemicals.  

Protective Clothing 

When using chemicals, wear thick gloves, an apron, 
goggles and a mask 

Gloves: Gloves should be at least 15 mil thickness (NOT  
disposable gloves). You can wash the gloves and reuse many 
times.  

Masks: Use a mask made for use with chemicals. It should have 
two strings and be fitted.  Do NOT use a dust mask. 

Apron: Aprons should be PVC and made for use with chemi-
cals. Wash after each use. 

Hat: Wear a hat to keep spray, mist, and dust from getting on 
your skin or hair.  

Protective eyewear: Wear protective glasses made for use 
with chemicals to keep chemical sprays from getting in your 
eyes. 

 

 



 

 

Measuring Chemicals 

1 cup = 8 ounces OR 16 Tablespoons

1/2 cup = 4 ounces OR 8 Tablespoons 

1 gallon =  16 cups

 1 tablespoon (Tbsp) = 3 teaspoons (Tsp)

The LABEL will tell you how much chemical to mix with water.  Read it or have 
someone help you. 

Use a measuring cup with lines for cups or ounces. Do not use a regular drinking 
cup to measure chemicals.  

Use a teaspoon or Tablespoon measure for smaller amounts. 

Use the Conversion Table to help you figure out amounts. If the label says to use 4 
ounces of chemical, you can see that 4 ounces is the same as 8 Tablespoons or the 
same as 1/2 cup. Use your measuring cup or Tablespoon to measure the correct 
amount.  

Measuring your chemicals is very important. 

Do NOT guess or smell the amount of chemicals to add to sprayer or water tank. 

Protect your family. 
Protect your customers. 
Protect your plants. 
Save money.  

Conversion Table 

How many Ounces     = How many Tablespoons    = How many Cups 

1/2 ounce 1 Tablespoon  

1 ounce 2 Tablespoons 1/8 cup 

2 ounces 4 Tablespoons 1/4 cup 

4 ounces 8 Tablespoons 1/2 cup 

8 ounces 16 Tablespoons 1 cup 

16 ounces 32 Tablespoons 2 cups 

 

 

 

Chemical Labels 

 Every chemical bottle has a label: read it before using! 

 Do not take the labels off chemical containers. 

 Read label, or have someone else read it for you. Follow directions carefully.  

 Ask at the store or a professional if you are unsure about the chemical.  

 Chemicals are labeled for home and agricultural use.  If you buy the 
“homeowner” type it will be a smaller amount and easier to measure.  

Front of the label information 

Names of chemical: the commercial 
name and chemical name. 

Ready-to-use or a concentrate (needs to 
be mixed with water before using). 

If it is for insects, weeds, or fungus.    
Exactly which ones will be listed in the 
detailed booklet section or back of the 
label.  

 

The use of this image is not an endorsement of this product by the 
University of Minnesota and is used here for educational purposes. 
Sevin is a registered product of Bayer CropScience.  

The label has many important parts but 
they may be hard to find and hard to read. 
Ask someone to help you figure out how 
to use the chemical in a safe way for you, 
your plants, and your customers.  


